
1Noteworthy State Investments in Restorative Justice Diversion for Youth

Noteworthy State Investments in Restorative Justice Diversion for Youth

As The Sentencing Project documented in its 2026 report, Restorative Justice Diversion: A Better Way to Provide 
Meaningful Accountability for Youth, the use of restorative justice (RJ) diversion remains a rarity throughout 
most of the country. However, seven states have enacted policies and made significant investments to support 
extensive use of RJ diversion.

Colorado – In 2013, Colorado created a restorative di-
version pilot program in four of the state’s 22 judicial 
districts.1 From 2014 through 2020, Colorado funded 
programs in three of the original pilot districts and five 
others. More than 1,200 youth participated in these 
programs, of whom 99% reached an agreement in a re-
storative justice conference, and 91% completed their 
agreements. Participant satisfaction was nearly unan-
imous (at least 97%) among participating youth, vic-
tims, and family members. Less than 9% of youth who 
completed their agreements re-entered the justice sys-
tem on a new charge within one year.2 Counties partic-
ipating in the restorative justice diversion pilot project 
reduced the number of youth prosecuted in court more 
than comparable counties that didn’t participate.3 At 
least 15 districts now offer restorative justice diversion 
programs for youth who might otherwise be prosecut-
ed in juvenile courts.4 In some Colorado court districts, 
restorative justice is now the default option for many or 
most delinquency cases.5 For instance, in the Boulder 
area more than half of youth referred to court are now 
diverted to restorative justice programs, and more than 
90% of participants complete the program.6

Connecticut – Since 2020, the Connecticut Youth Ser-
vices Association has been leading an effort to incor-
porate the use of restorative justice into the diversion 
programs overseen by the state’s network of 90 juvenile 
review boards.7 These boards, which work in 135 local-
ities throughout Connecticut, oversee 2,000 diversion 
cases per year.8 Over one thousand participants took 
part in restorative justice trainings from 2020 to 2022, 
and dozens of case managers received intensive two-
day trainings with detailed instruction on how to imple-

ment RJ conferencing in their local programs. In 2025, 
the state issued new protocols that will make restorative 
justice a core element in diversion programs statewide.9 

Maine – The Division of Juvenile Services within Maine’s 
Department of Corrections provides funding to support 
diversionary restorative justice programs across the 
state.10 In 2025, the state provided $1.1 million to six or-
ganizations for restorative youth diversion.11 

Minnesota – In 2023, Minnesota created a new Office of 
Restorative Practices to support restorative justice ef-
forts statewide, and it established a new funding stream 
to support local programs that incorporate principles 
associated with restorative justice practices in the juve-
nile and criminal justice systems, as well as schools and 
communities.12 Even before the legislation was enacted, 
several jurisdictions in Minnesota, including Hennepin 
County (Minneapolis) and Ramsey County (St. Paul), the 
state’s two most populous jurisdictions, were already 
offering restorative justice diversion to youth accused of 
delinquent conduct, as were a number of other smaller 
counties.13 As of October 2025, 22 Minnesota counties 
offered restorative justice diversion programs; these 
programs reached more than 900 youth (300 per year) 
from mid-2021 through mid-2024.14 

Nebraska – In 2015, the Office of Dispute Resolution 
within Nebraska’s Administrative Office of the Courts 
launched a Juvenile Victim Youth Conferencing (VYC) 
program in three local court districts. The programs of-
fered restorative justice conferencing for youth at vari-
ous stages of the justice process – as a diversion from 
court, as an alternative to adjudication for youth whose 
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cases had already been filed, and for youth who had 
already been adjudicated.15 After initial results proved 
promising, the VYC program was expanded statewide 
in 2018. During the next three and a half years, a 2021 
evaluation found, the program served nearly 900 youth, 
including 270 referred as diversion cases.16 Restorative 
conferences were held for nearly 80% of all youth re-
ferred, and just 12% were adjudicated for a new offense 
within one year of completing the program. 17 A subse-
quent study also showed a one-year recidivism rate of 
12%.18 In 2021, Nebraska allocated $1 million for a three-
year grant to continue expanding its restorative justice 
conferencing programs.19

North Dakota – Since 1999, North Dakota has been 
operating a statewide restorative justice diversion pro-
gram that serves several hundred youth per year.20 The 
program is overseen by the Consensus Council, a non-
profit organization based in Bismarck. In the 2025 fiscal 
year, 250 youth were referred to the Consensus Council 
for restorative justice conferencing.21 Consensus Council 
staff reached out to the 201 unique victims involved in 
these cases, which resulted in 82 completed restorative 
agreements following a face-to-face victim-offender 
conference.22 Another 28 youth signed restitution agree-
ments with victims who participated in the program 
but declined to participate in a face-to-face meeting. In 
addition, 218 youth attended a 4-hour victim empathy 
seminar where they received training on values, empa-
thy, and accountability and coaching on how to prepare 
a meaningful apology letter. These restorative justice di-
version efforts are funded by the state’s supreme court, 
although funding remains modest (just over $250,000 
per year for the entire program). The program is staffed 
primarily by a network of part-time restorative justice fa-
cilitators employed by the Consensus Council. 

Vermont -  RJ has long had a central place in Vermont's 
justice system. The state funds a network of 17 com-
munity justice centers statewide which offer restor-
ative justice alternatives to youth or adults accused of 
crimes.23 Though some centers have offered restorative 
justice diversion programming for years, until 2025 the 
primary focus was on cases already charged in court, 
and the state did not track participation in pre-charge 
(diversion) versus other restorative justice programs.24 
Beginning in 2026, however, Vermont will provide funds 
specifically for pre-charge restorative justice diversion 
programming – with $1.2 million allocated in year one 
to support diversion programs for youth and adults pro-
grams in 14 of the state’s 16 counties.25
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